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17 August 2020 

Walcha Council invites all local businesses to attend a corporate event on Friday afternoon 28 August 
2020 at the Walcha Bowling Club. The meeting will be used to launch the Business Resilience 
Program for all Walcha businesses. Changes to Walcha Council’s Procurement (purchasing) Policy 
will be discussed, as will the new VendorPanel Marketplace platform. The event will adhere to all 
CovidSafe and social distancing protocols.   

Walcha Mayor, Clr Eric Noakes said, “The focus of the event will be the launch of Walcha Council’s 
new Business Resilience Program. The program has been designed to assist local businesses to 
understand risk and safety legislative obligations, marketing principles, and how to leverage social 
media to deliver business benefits. It will provide businesses with access to specialist coaching, 
training, tools and templates to assist and build resilience in their operations.” said Mayor Noakes.  

“This meeting will be an opportunity for Walcha businesses to hear about changes to our Procurement 
(Purchasing) Policy to better support local businesses and therefore support our local economy. This 
complicated role of Council has historically been an area that has caused angst in these engagements 
and the aim of the changes to our procurement policy is to bring supplier expectations and council 
obligations together. Businesses can also hear about how VendorPanel and VendorPanel 
Marketplace platforms will work.” said Mayor Noakes. 

The Business Resilience Program will offer free business education training, coaching, templates and 
tools to strengthen the resilience of our local businesses. Business attending the meeting can register 
on the day for components of the program they are interested in. These include workplace risk and 
safety in construction and non-construction categories, marketing, and social media platforms. It is 
made possible through funding form the State Government’s Bushfire Community Resilience and 
Economic Recovery Fund (Phase One). 

Changes to Walcha Council’s Procurement (purchasing) Policy will introduce mechanisms that reward 
submissions that demonstrate local economic benefit for our community. The new innovative 
purchasing and procurement platform, VendorPanel and VendorPanel Marketplace, will enable staff at 
Walcha Council and across the member Councils of Namoi Unlimited to find and select local and 
regional businesses to quote and work with. Local businesses are encouraged to register with 
VendorPanel at www.VendorPanel.com/Marketplace. Additional information and tutorials on how to 
use the system are also linked to council’s website.  

Walcha Mayor, Clr Eric Noakes said, “VendorPanel is free for suppliers and once registered, suppliers 
can receive invitations to quote on work across dozens of categories, from advertising to catering to 
construction trade services. The platform manages all communication between buyers and suppliers, 
reducing administration, saving time and ensuring procurement good practice is followed.” 

“Locals can be better placed to meet local needs. VendorPanel Marketplace will make it easy for 
Council to find local and regional suppliers and get better procurement outcomes. Importantly we also 
see it will be invaluable for businesses to get access to these opportunities.” said Mayor Noakes.  

 



MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Walcha Council invites Local Businesses to attend 
Business Resilience Program Launch 

 

 
Our Ref:  WO/2020/02749  Page 2 of 2 

 

Arrival will be from 1:30pm for a 2pm sharp start. Due to limited numbers relating to covid-19 
restrictions, pre registration is essential. Simply phone council on 67742500 or email the council office 
at council@walcha.nsw.gov.au to register your spot. To register you will need to provide your name, 
business name, contact email address and phone number.  

 “This meeting will have information relative for all Walcha businesses, from construction trades 
through to hospitality, tourism and retail. I encourage businesses to attend to listen and ask questions, 
and look forward to seeing you there.” said Mayor Noakes.  

For interviews phone Walcha Mayor Eric Noakes on 0428 774 504 or General Manager Anne 
Modderno on 0467 764 455 

<ENDS> 


