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 This Statement of Heritage Impact has been undertaken by Nicholas 
Brown of Studio Two Architecture and Design, who is registered on 
the NSW Office of Environmental and Heritage Consultants Register.  

 
 The Consultant undertook an inspection of the site and both buildings 

on 26th June 2019.





 
 
 The assistance from the staff at the Walcha Historical Society and 

Museum was greatly appreciated, and the advice and information 
received during interviews with Walcha based historian Mr Bob Walsh, 
in addition to Mr Vic Galvin and Ms , was invaluable.  
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 Historically, the construction of the building is associated with the use of the 
site for one of the township of Walcha’s earliest commercial activities. While 
of relatively low architectural value, the building has social significance in 
demonstrating Walcha’s development as an important commercial centre. 
 

 Construction techniques utilized in the construction of the Craft Store feature 
typical timber (plus some use of steel) structural and cladding systems used 
in the era between the wars, and  remains largely unaltered since. While there 
is moderate to high aesthetic and technical significance in these techniques, 
however it is similar to many other structures of this type that remain 
throughout the region and NSW generally. 
 

The building has a strong facade presence that generally contributes 
positively to the traditional streetscape of Fitzroy Street. It’s scale and 
symmetrical street presentation is also typical of a small commercial building 
constructed in the 1920s. The Building’s architectural and aesthetic 
significance is considered moderate. 
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 two buildings located at Lot no. 38W Fitzroy Street, Walcha, identified as 
the Crafts Store and Brady’s Saddlery, each have significance for the reasons 
noted  in the Heritage Assessment prepared by our office in August 2019. 
However neither building has to date been deemed to be eligible for listing 
status on the Walcha Shire Council Local Environmental Plan.  
 
Due to the design aims and requirements of the retail development proposed 
for the site, it is considered that the full demolition of these two buildings can 
be supported. However it is recommended that approval is granted   
conditionally on the Developer committing to the creation of an Interpretation 
panel located at the pedestrian interface near the corner of South and Fitzroy 
streets, such that it remains accessible to members of the public. The design, 
content and images used on the panel are to be developed in consultation 
with council personnel, the Walcha Historical Society and approved 
representatives.  
 
In addition, it is our view that the site could yield relics of strong archaeological 
value, an Archaeological Management Strategy (AMS) is recommended. The 
aim is that demolition and excavation should be monitored by a suitably 
qualified specialist.  
 
The process recommended for the AMS, and as adopted for other recent 
projects in northern NSW where potential archaeological is likely, is as 
follows: 
 

 



• Prepare an archival photographic record in accordance with Heritage 
NSW guidelines, to be completed prior to commencement of works.  
 

• Engage an Archaeological Specialist as a consultant during the 
Demolition, Excavation and Landscaping phases of the project. 
Engagement would include a thorough Preliminary Archaeological 
Heritage Assessment in accordance with Heritage NSW guidelines 
prior to commencement of Works.  
 

• The Developer will obtain submissions from Archaeological Specialists 
that have demonstrated experience on sites where early European 
settlement has occurred. It is anticipated that the Archaeologist would 
be available to make inspections during the Demolition, Excavation 
and Landscaping phases of the project. 
 
The frequency of inspections and requirements generally for 
appropriate archaeological management should be guided by the 
Preliminary Archaeological Assessment, and might take the form of an 
archaeological mitigation plan, on call services, site monitoring, or the 
need for application for an excavation permit under S140 of the NSW 
Heritage Act.  
 
Following is an outline of the statutary heritage controls relevant to 
archaeological management of the study site prior to and during 
project works:  
 
Statutory Framework:  NSW Heritage Act 1977  
Archaeological relics fall within the definition of environmental heritage 
which is protected under the NSW Heritage Act 1977. The Act provides 
that environmental heritage may be places, buildings, works, relics, 
moveable objects and precincts of State or local heritage significance. 
The Heritage Act further provides measures for the protection and 
management of the different types of environmental heritage, and this 
is dependent upon the item under investigation.  
 
The Heritage Act serves to protect heritage generally but historical 
archaeological remains are additionally protected from being moved or 
excavated through the operation of the relic’s provisions. (Refer to 
NSW Heritage Act, Division 9, Part 6). These provisions protect 
unidentified relics which may form part of the environmental heritage 
in NSW, but which may not have been listed on the statutary registers 
or databases.  
 
Deinition: Section 4(1) of the NSW Heritage Act 1977 defines a relic 
as:  
 

o Any deposit, artefact, object or material that:  



a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises 
NSW, not being Aboriginal settlement; and  

b) is of State or local heritage significance.  
According to the Act no disturbance or excavation may proceed that 
may expose or discover relics except with an Excavation Permit and 
that an excavation permit is required, if a relic is: 

  
o listed on the State Heritage Register, pursuant to s60 and 

s63 of the Act; and 
o not listed on the State Heritage Register, pursuant to 

s140 and s141 of the Act. 
  

In circumstances where there is little likelihood that relics exist or that 
such relics are unlikely to be of a significant nature, and/or that 
disturbance will result in a minor impact and/or where excavation 
involves removal of fill only, the Heritage Act makes provision for the 
granting of an exemption to the need for an excavation permit for 
State significant sites under s57(2) of the Heritage Act, or an 
exception to the need for an excavation permit for locally significant 
sites under s139(4).   

  
Our recommendations is that Option C is deemed to be an acceptable 
proposal to proceed with the sites heritage memorialized and celebrated in 
accordance with the above measures.  
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